Religion, Philosophy and Science

Many times Religion, Philosophy and Science are confused with one another. There is
breat importance in understanding the differential elements between each of them due to the fact

that they are often misconstrued and mistaken for one another. While there are similarities L

that separate DISTINGUISH them from themselves EACH OTHER.

Religion in its literal sense means to “bind back” to the sacred (felt sense of aw, an
experience of the sublime), to what is most important, to the source of the meaning. Two types of
religions exist; spiritual religion, which is the deeply felt response to human finitude and
vulnerability and attempt to live the deep psychology of the mythology. (Pickard,
Relig,Philos,Sci) Theoretical religion, is a system of explanations and rationalizations based on
taking the mythology as a logical, yet historical truth. By being “religious” one would take an
approach to living that often involves beliefs about one’s origins, or one’s responsibility to live
and act in the world in particular ways. \Religion is based on faith and belief in a higher power or

truth. Religion is commonly considered to be our patterns that express and reinforce our faith,

!

and by living day-to-day in them. (wiki, 2010) \jtjg often stated that no justification is needed

". Philosophyis

“based on one’s own faith

with religion because the truth of a sacred text is

hermeneutically suggests stepping out of the REDUCTIVE theoretical pox altogether TO SEE B intellectual integrity

SOMETHING ABOUT THE NATURE OF UNDERSTANDING. By stepping outside of
theory, we are able to beCOME MORE aware of our finitude and the VERY condition of
IMPOSING LIMITS THAT GIVES RISE TO our meaning AND THEORIES te-ereate-the

passibthity-of-endless-understanding. fThe pursuit or love of wisdom, explains Philosophy\ 77777
Knowing-our-meanings allows us the possibility of understanding anything whatsoever. Being
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things on the ground of what has been observed. (Pickard, Relig,Philos,Sci) Science is restricted
to testing and methods and is a continuing effort to increase and discover understanding and
human knowledge through finely disciplined research. Utilizing the scientific method, which is a
body of techniques for investigating phenomena, acquiring new knowledge, or correcting
previous knowledge, (Wiki 2010) scientists are able to test empirical hypotheses to confirm
factual evidence.

There is a great deal of importance in distinguishing the differences between Religion,
Philosophy and Science while acknowledging the similarities as well. Religion relies on faith and
belief [“IS A MATTER OF THE HEART”] while science is contingent upon observable,
repeatable experiences and testing [THOUGH DRIVEN BY DESIRE TO KNOW, IT IS MORE
A MATTER OF THE “HEAD.”] Similarly to religion, PHILOSOPHY AS A spiritual practice
{akind-ofphilesophy)-constantly pursues a way of living a BETTER human life. Like the

sciences philosophy involves testing our ideas. However, philosophy is \not limited to narrow

explanations of the world, but [IS MORE INTERESTED IN THE IMPLICATIONS BEYOND

SCIENCE] It does not assimilate te-the unknown TO THE KNOWN as science does.

\Understanding insight and wisdom are-key-cemponents-to-Phitesophy; [are NOT
‘COMPONENTS”] unlike scientific explanatory methods in-which-they-cannotunderstand.
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[NOT JUST] faith.

DISTINGUISH SCIENCE FROM SCIENTISM \

DISTINGUISH THE SACRED FROM RELIGIOUS DOGMATISM
DISTINGUISH ARGUMENTATION AND REASONING FROM PHILOSOPHY
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